THE MASSACHUSETTS TECHNOLOGY COLLABORATIVE
PoLicy AND PROCEDURES REGARDING SUBMISSION OF “ SENSITIVE INFORMATION”

The Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, the John Adams Innovation Institute, the Massachusetts
Broadband Institute and the Massachusetts e-Health Institute (collectively referred to herein as “MTC")
are subject to the requirements concerning disclosure of public records under the Massachusetts Public
Records Act, M.G.L. c. 66 (the “Public Records Act”), which governs the retention, disposition and
archiving of public records. For purposes of the Public Records Act, “public records” include all books,
papers, maps, photographs, recorded tapes, financial statements, statistical tabulations, or other
documentary materials or data, regardless of physical form or characteristics, made or received by MTC.
As a result, any information submitted to MTC by a grant applicant, recipient grantee, respondent to a
request for response (including, but not limited to an RFQ, RFP and RFI), contractor, or any other party
(collectively the “Submitting Party”) is subject to public disclosure as set forth in the Public Records Act.

The foregoing notwithstanding, "public records" do not include certain materials or data which fall within
one of the specifically enumerated exemptions set forth in the Public Records Act or in other statutes,
including MTC's enabling act, M.G.L. Chapter 40J. One such exemption that may be applicable to
documents submitted by a Submitting Party is for any documentary materials or data made or received by
MTC that consists of trade secrets or commercial or financial information regarding the operation of any
business conducted by the Submitting Party, or regarding the competitive position of such Submitting
Party in a particular field of endeavor (the "Trade Secrets Exemption").

ITISMTC’S EXPECTATION AND BELIEF THAT THE OVERWHELMING PERCENTAGE OF DOCUMENTS IT RECEIVES
FROM A SUBMITTING PARTY DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY INFORMATION THAT WOULD WARRANT AN ASSERTION BY
MTC OF AN EXEMPTION FROM THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT. SUBMITTING PARTIES SHOULD THEREFORE TAKE
CARE IN DETERMINING WHICH DOCUMENTS THEY SUBMIT TO MTC, AND SHOULD ASSUME THAT ALL DOCUMENTS
SUBMITTED TO MTC ARE SUBJECT TO PUBLIC DISCLOSURE WITHOUT ANY PRIOR NOTICE TO THE SUBMITTING
PARTY AND WITHOUT RESORT TO ANY FORMAL PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST.

In the event that a Submitting Party wishes to submit certain documents to MTC and believes such a
document or documents may be proprietary in nature and may fall within the parameters of the Trade
Secrets Exemption and/or some other applicable exemption, the following procedures shall apply:

1. Atthe time of the Submitting Party’s initial submission of documents to MTC, the Submitting Party
must provide a cover letter, addressed to MTC’s General Counsel, indicating that it is submitting
documents which it believes are exempt from public disclosure, including a description of the
specific exemption(s) that the Submitting Party contends is/are applicable to the submitted
materials, a precise description of the type and magnitude of harm that would result in the event
of the documents’ disclosure, and a specific start date and end date within which the claimed
exemption applies. If different exemptions, harms and/or dates apply to different documents, it is
the Submitting Party’s responsibility and obligation to provide detailed explanations for each such
document.

2. Atthe time of the Submitting Party’s initial submission of documents to MTC, the Submitting Party
must also clearly and unambiguously identify each and every such document that it contends is
subject to an exemption from public disclosure as “Sensitive Information.” It is the Submitting
Party’s responsibility and obligation to ensure that all such documents are sufficiently identified as
“Sensitive Information,” and Submitting Party’s designation must be placed in a prominent
location on the face of each and every document that it contends is exempt from disclosure under
the Public Records Act.

INFORMATION SUBMITTED TO MTC IN ANY FORM OTHER THAN A HARD COPY DOCUMENT WILL NOT BE SUBJECT TO
THE PROCEDURES SET FORTH IN THIS POLICY. FOR EXAMPLE, INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY E-MAIL, FACSIMILE
AND/OR VERBALLY WILL NOT BE SUBJECT TO THESE PROCEDURES AND MAY BE DISCLOSED AT ANY TIME WITHOUT
NOTICE TO THE SUBMITTING PARTY.
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Documents that are not accompanied by the written notification to MTC’s General Counsel or are
not properly identified by the Submitting Party as “Sensitive Information” at the time of their initial
submission to MTC are presumptively subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act, and the
procedures for providing the Submitting Party with notice of any formal public records request for
documents, as set forth below, shall be inapplicable.

At the time MTC receives documents from the Submitting Party, any such documents designated
by Submitting Party as “Sensitive Information” shall be segregated and stored in a secure filing
area when not being utilized by appropriate MTC staff. By submitting a grant application, request
for response, or any other act that involves the submission of information to MTC, the Submitting
Party certifies, acknowledges and agrees that (a) MTC's receipt, segregation and storage of
documents designated by Submitting Party as “Sensitive Information” does not represent a
finding by MTC that such documents fall within the Trade Secrets Exemption or any other
exemption to the Public Records Act, or that the documents are otherwise exempt from
disclosure under the Public Records Act, and (b) MTC is not liable under any circumstances for
the subsequent disclosure of any information submitted to MTC by the Submitting Party, whether
or not such documents are designated as “Sensitive Information” or MTC was negligent in
disclosing such documents.

In the event that MTC receives an inquiry or request for information submitted by a Submitting
Party, MTC shall produce all responsive information without notice to the Submitting Party. In the
event that the inquiry or request entails documents that the Submitting Party has previously
designated as “Sensitive Information” in strict accordance with this Policy, the inquiring party shall
be notified in writing that one or more of the documents it has requested has been designated by
the Submitting Party as “Sensitive Information”, and, if not already submitted, that a formal,
written public records request must be submitted by the requesting party to MTC’s General
Counsel for a determination of whether the subject documents are exempt from disclosure.

Upon the General Counsel’s receipt of a formal, written public records request for information that
encompass documents previously designated by Submitting Party as “Sensitive Information”, the
Submitting Party shall be notified in writing of MTC'’s receipt of the public records request, and
MTC may, but shall not be required to provide Submitting Party an opportunity to present MTC
with information and/or legal arguments concerning the applicability of the Trade Secrets
Exemption or some other exemption to the subject documents.

The General Counsel shall review the subject documents, the Public Records Act and the
exemption(s) claimed by the Submitting Party in making a determination concerning their
potential disclosure.

THE GENERAL COUNSEL IS THE SOLE AUTHORITY WITHIN MTC FOR MAKING DETERMINATIONS ON THE
APPLICABILITY AND/OR ASSERTION OF AN EXEMPTION TO THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT. NO EMPLOYEE OF
MTC OTHER THAN THE GENERAL COUNSEL HAS ANY AUTHORITY TO ADDRESS ISSUES CONCERNING THE
STATUS OF “ SENSITIVE INFORMATION” OR TO BIND MTC IN ANY MANNER CONCERNING MTC’s
TREATMENT AND DISCLOSURE OF SUCH DOCUMENTS.

FURTHERMORE, THE POTENTIAL APPLICABILITY OF AN EXEMPTION TO THE DISCLOSURE OF DOCUMENTS
DESIGNATED BY THE SUBMITTING PARTY AS “ SENSITIVE INFORMATION” SHALL NOT REQUIRE MTC TO
ASSERT SUCH AN EXEMPTION. MTC’s GENERAL COUNSEL RETAINS THE SOLE DISCRETION AND
AUTHORITY TO ASSERT AN EXEMPTION, AND HE MAY DECLINE TO EXERT SUCH AN EXEMPTION IF, WITHIN
HIS DISCRETION, THE PUBLIC INTEREST IS SERVED BY THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED
BY THE SUBMITTING PARTY.

MTC shall provide the requesting party and Submitting Party with written notice of its
determination that the subject documents are either exempt or not exempt from disclosure.
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9. Inthe event that MTC determines that the subject documents are exempt from disclosure, the
requesting party may seek review of MTC’s determination before the Supervisor of Public
Records, and MTC shall notify the Submitting Party in writing in the event that the requesting
party pursues a review of MTC’s determination.

10. In the event the requesting party pursues a review of MTC’s determination that the documents
are exempt from disclosure and the Supervisor of Public Records concludes that the subject
documents are not exempt from disclosure and orders MTC to disclose such documents to the
requester, MTC shall notify the Submitting Party in writing prior to the disclosure of any such
documents, and Submitting Party may pursue injunctive relief or any other course of action in its
discretion.

11. In the event that MTC determines that the subject documents are not exempt from disclosure or
the General Counsel determines that, under the circumstances and in his discretion, MTC shall
not assert an exemption, MTC shall notify the Submitting Party in writing prior to the disclosure of
any such documents, and Submitting Party may pursue injunctive relief or any other course of
action in its discretion.

THE SUBMITTING PARTY’S SUBMISSION OF DOCUMENTATION TO MTC SHALL REQUIRE A SIGNED CERTIFICATION
THAT SUBMITTING PARTY ACKNOWLEDGES, UNDERSTANDS AND AGREES WITH THE APPLICABILITY OF THE
FOREGOING PROCEDURES TO ANY DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO MTC BY SUBMITTING PARTY AT ANY TIME,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS SET FORTH HEREIN, AND THAT SUBMITTING PARTY
SHALL BE BOUND BY THESE PROCEDURES.

All documents submitted by Submitting Party, whether designated as “Sensitive Information” or not, are
not returnable to Submitting Party.
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